Author: Tom Beaver 
Category: Beaver Memos 
Date: April 24, 2013 


John Fetzer’s Early Experiences 
Set his Course as Lifelong Spiritual Seeker 
(April 24, 2013) 

Late in life, when he was in his ‘70s and ‘80s, John Fetzer spoke of two childhood spiritual 
experiences as being defining early influences on his entire life’s journey. These two episodes gave the 
young John Fetzer the unique gift of direct spiritual experience, and so forever after, the spiritual 
world was to John more than just an afterlife-place where rewards would be given in return for a life 
properly lived. The spiritual world was a personal reality for him, not just an article of faith. And 
anyone who has had a similar experience understands the long-lasting impact it makes upon one’s life. 

The first of these experiences occurred when John was just nine or ten years old. John’s father 
had died when he was just two, and John was raised by his mother, who owned a second-story milliner 
shop. One day, as John himself told the story in his later years, he got into the elevator to go up to 
visit his mother. Judy Whitson provides us with a mental picture of the event in her February 2011 
interview with Larry Massie: 

Suddenly he felt overwhelmed by this great and loving power, and he realized that it was Jesus, but it 

was this towering way above him. And Jesus indicated that John should put his arms around his legs, 

and John did so, and Jesus took him right up through the elevator into what John called the cosmos. 

And he had the feeling that Jesus had said to him, “I will always be with you. I will always be with you.” 

And then—bump—John was at the second floor. So this all happened in seconds; but it was timeless. 

And that’s what he said to me—it was timeless when it was happening. 

To John, forever onward from that day, the reality of spiritual experience was as much an 
absolute as was outer, physical-world experience. Both worlds to John were equally real and valid, 
based upon his own experience. This was perhaps the essential axiom of John Fetzer’s life, as many 
who knew him on his spiritual journey can attest. 

The second defining moment of John’s youth occurred when he was sixteen. The swine flu 
epidemic was sweeping through wherever there were concentrations of soldiers during The Great 
War—killing more people during the war than did the fighting—and one of the areas hit hard by the 
illness was the Great Lakes region. John, living in Northeast Indiana, came down with the deadly virus. 
The flu ravaged the teenager, until the night came that he was left by the doctors “in the hands of the 
Lord,” not expected to survive until morning. As John said, years later in 1982, to Kaye Averitt and 
Tom Thinnes, “I thought from the remarks I heard that I wasn’t going to make it. I made a 
commitment at the time that if I were permitted to live, I would devote my life to the spiritual work 
of the Creator.” John of course did survive, and he followed through on his sacred commitment. 

And what was this impact of these two early experiences on John? To answer this question I 
can only speak from my own experience: John’s life became an insatiable quest for more spiritual 
experience. And thus John became a lifelong “seeker” of spiritual experience. And, in addition, John’s 
life took on, in his mind, a “meaning,” a “mission,” to play a conscious part in God’s plan for the 
world. 



Rumi captures the essence of the person who gets “a glimpse, a taste” of the inner, and then 
who journeys the path of love searching for more, in Iris poem “You Came Suddenly”: 1 

You came suddenly, shook me from my sleep, and vanished. 

In my heart you rose like the moon 

but as I glanced at you, you disappeared. 

Having had a glimpse of Your garden, 

I have no more the patience to endure my existence. 

One sip of Your intoxicating wine 

has left me lovesick and full of longing. 

Can a house stand when its foundations have been shaken? On the path of love, 
there are many highs and lows, 
many unions and separations. 

Oh how endless seems to me the journey 

to that wondrous place where my passion draws me. 

John, as we know, did spend the rest of his life seeking—searching for the means to attain 
more direct experience of the spiritual world, and also searching for that “spiritual mission” which 
would be uniquely his to fulfill. 

For persons who find themselves in John’s situation—those who are so fortunate as to 
inadvertently stumble into a brief, direct experience of the spiritual world—their lives tend to become 
a spiritual search. This spiritual-search-compulsion may seem puzzling, to many people. But it is what 
happens. And this seeking takes on a particular character. Specific questions tend to arise: 

Is spiritual experience invocable? Or at least provocable? Is there something I can train myself 
to do, in order to repeat the experience? 

Or is spiritual experience a matter of God’s Grace? But even so, and even if that Grace is 
purely at God’s whim and is not at all invocable, are there things that I can train myself in, in order to 
be more receptive to that Grace when it occurs? Or maybe Spirit is even flowing all the time, like the 
rain, and all I have to do is train myself to be receptive to it. 

Such are the unusual questions that stream continuously through the mind of the spiritual 

seeker. 


The seeker asks: Where can I go, or who can I go to, to learn the things that I need to know, 
or need to do, in order to break into that spiritual world once again? What is that knowledge, and 
where is it, or what are those actions that I need to learn in order to be able to directly experience 
Spirit again? I need to know! 

For the spiritual seeker, time does not seem to cool his or her ardor. In fact, failure to be able 
to re-experience the profoundly spiritual only makes the quest more heartfelt and more intense as time 
goes on. This spiritual search often lasts years, even decades—it lasts for the rest of the seeker’s life. 
And the longing for experience doesn’t diminish, as the seeker gets older; on the contrary, it grows 
stronger and stronger. 


1 symphonyforlove.blogspot.com/2012/03/you-came-suddenly-by-mmi.html. 



John Fetzer spent the rest of his life as a seeker—we have gathered hours upon hours of 
interviews attesting to this, by an array of former spiritual colleagues of his at various times along his 
journey. John went to great lengths for over 50 years, and right up to the end of his life, searching for 
more direct experience of the spiritual world, and also searching for that “spiritual mission” which 
became the Fetzer Institute and “JEF Inc.” 



